BEATRIX FARRAND
lga@REARNBDONRADimx Reefl Point
DN ARINOXGOADIFORNAX Bar Harbor, lMaine

June 19, 1944

Miss Anne Sweeney
3101 R Street,
Dumbarton Osks
Washington, D. C.

Dear liss Sweeney:

“Your letter of the 15th of June was really most helpful as you can
quite appreciate that in arriving at Dumbarton there are vsuelly so meny
different and complex quastions put before me thet if I can know in ad-
vance what the various matters sre it helps me to arrange my disorderly
mind into some sort of connected thought,

In sany organization such as D.0. there ere bound to be crossed wires
and peculiarly so in these days when people are under a heavy strain snd
when both Mrs. Bliss end Mr. Thacher are so occupied with other work thet
De0e frankly does not get the attention it deserves. So I think you
and I have just got to see what we think the wises® way out and to use
such angelic patience as we can muster in dealirg with the different

ennpyances end difficultises,

Certainly your report of the Garden Guide for the month ending the
31st of Way and also for the April end winter months is most excellent,
I had no notion thet vour visitors ran up into the thousands as thev now
seem to, as the totals for April and Mey run well toward 3500,
This in itself is a real achievement and whether or not yvou feel that you
deserve the credit for it I know in many instences wou have helped %o
grease the wheels and you have helped the whole publicity end of the garden
service, T really am immensely pleased with thesee three sheets of renort

and congratulete you on what you have sccomplished,

In looking over my photographs of D,0. I will try and see whether I
have coples of any of the old prints of the house before the alterations
were mede. If so I will bring the photographs on with me.

The quotation on the Tisteria erbor in the nerbaceous garden terrace
es I make it out is not exasctly what lrs. Clark has written but this
which I add on another paper. I also copy the guotation as the last
word is not correct as it is "sognero" and not "fognaro',

Please get ready for me all the other inscriptions on which you
need trenslations so that I can bring thembeack with me and work them
out here., As I remember it the guotation on the "STAR" next to the CGreen
Garden comes from Chaucer end T think is from one of the very early
editions. This T will put on my memorandum to esk Mrs. Bliss. In the
meantime will you plsase get the lettering of this quotation so thet I
shall have this correctly for the planting notes.

MADE IN ENGLAND.
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The gquestion as to the terrior column is a very simple one to answer

es this is a copy of one seen meny meny yeers afo in a garden outside of

Palermo which used to belong to the Kings of Naples of Nelson's time,

Evidently the villa was much used by British people as there were a con-

siderablé number of Fnglish colored prints hanging in the besement of the villa

and outside of the villa in the garden there was this little memorial

complete with its vase with an inscription obviously carved by an Italian

who knew no Inglish, sayine that the columm and vese were set up in memory

of a beloved terrier, which was Italianized into "terrior", hence this name.

The simplicity of the form of the vese and the curious inscription both

took the im&giﬂ&tb@;n of Mrs, Bliss and myself so it hes alwavs been lnown

as the "terrior".

The iron swing I think has no story et all es it merely is an adaptation
of some French Rococo designs end its figures were larzely chosen after
some engrevings in an 18th century book on the Zoo st Versailles where the
Aesop's fables were used in the iron work grills which surrounded the cages
of the animals, so that the febles shown on the uprights to the iron swing
ere all from Aesops. As I remember it there is the Fox and the Grepes, and
the Stork who tries to feed from the very narrow necksd bottle, If T were
you I should look up the Aesop's fables and see what trece you can find
es I think your tourists would enjoy hearing sbout the subjects,

I am also putting on my agenda for lirs., Bliss the reguest for the
origin of the quotetion in the Catalogue House,

As to picture posteards of the gerden, probably both you and I are %o
bleme about the lack of these as I think it has been really our duty to
prepare an agenda showing the possibilities of posteards, what they will
cost end how much they can be sold for, so thet we shall have some concrete
suggestion to meke to Mr., Thacher and Miss Carpenter. I have been looking
over the postcerds which are sold here (2 cards for 5 cents) and find that
they were made by the Albert“®ype Company in Brooklyn New York, or the
American Art Posteard Compsny in Boston. Undoubtedly there must be for
Tashington much more convenient local posteard mekers and what I would
suzgest your doing immediately is to find out from the photographer, Stewart,
who has the plates and whether he could meke postcards and if so in whet
quantity and for what price. Then also you might go to some of the plsaces
where tourists buy Veshington postcards, find the names of the mekers of
the posteards end write them as to whether they cen make cards for us, and
if so how much by the hundred or the thousand. It would seem %o me thet
if we had about twenty cards there should be at lesst enough to start with,
Perhaps we should be more modest end stert with ten - but at lesst I think
we shell have to provide all the informetion cut end dried to ¥r. Thacher
and Miss Carpenter before we can expsct en esnswer. This reelly is our job
rather than theirs}

As %o the crossed wires betwesn you and Mrs. Clerk, it is VEry Ulle
fortunete thet she seems so difficult a person with whom to deal as so
much could be dore if she would willingly co~operate, but it seems to me
quite absurd to have so good e growing library of gerden books a&s there
are et Dumbarton and have them out of your reach, so I will teke up the
guestion and see what can be done as it is something which must be
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not
decided on/by you or me but by one of the two heads, Mr. Thecher or Mrs,
Bliss., As far as retting a few books from Harverd, eagain I em sure
that unless there hgs been & distinct chenge of mind on ¥r. Thacher's
part he will be willing to let us buy an occasionel inexpensive book,

Indsed I see the difficulties of your job as I see the difficulties
of meny others but these davs if nothing else teach one patience and to
accept circumstences as they are and try to meke the best of them. You
and T have alwavs got on so well together and we have always spoken our
thourhts so clearly and freely to each other that it has been a real help
to me and I hone to you, and please believe that in every wey possible I
will help you even though it mey mean showing you ways in which you may
have to see things from a different point of view in order to help on the
general progress.,

Please also let me know who gets the Garden Club bulletin as this
cerbainly should be psssed on to you or we must have a saparate subscription
for you.

Thenk you too for telling me about the interest that you have in the
plates on display in the Oransery. After all the question of education of
visitors is one of the slowest that has to be faced and the very fact that
you may not have so many destructive hodlirens is all to the good.

Also remember that with the two different enterprises which Nr. Thacher
is now carrying on of course Dumberton does not get the time it deserves,
so often there is little opportunity for discussing things and for meking
oaf long-range decisions, In this way I cen see how the decision was made
perhaps impulsively: o stop the Sunday tours and will find out more about
this when I em at D.0.

Thenk you too for letting me have the planting of the Museum Court.
Even though it does not reach me before I leave this week it will be
incorporated in the massive notss you heve helped me so much to compile.

It is all to the good that you are meking the alphabetized list of the
plates es this will be uvuseful and must be a part of your detailed inventory.

You have no idea how much your frenk statement of your difficulties
is helping to clear my mind end how much it would help me if from time to
time I could hear from you as to the various little hitches and difficulties
which are ineviteble in every enterprise and peculiarly in these davs,

You speak ebout teking your holidey in August., Have you ever thought
of whether or not it would suit the generel esteblishment better if you
were to teke your holidey in the winter and slso whether or not this
arrangement would be likely to sult you, perhaps over the Christmas and
New Year holidays? This is just thrown in as a suggestion to be spoken of
when we meet, How nice it is to think that we are so soon to see each
other.
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As 1 get in on Saturdey morning T don't guite know when you and I
hed better plan to have our talk, Perhaps you had better find out from Irene
and tell her to let me know what yo ur hours are on Saturday when you are
on duty with visiters, and in this wey youn end I can dovetail our arrsngements
with Bryce, Mrs. Bliss and Mr., Thacher. They are going to be two heavy days
end as I am no longer as strong as T used to be I heve to go rether slowly
and take things in rather small biteg, but the main thing is that Mr. Fgrrand
hes gained his twentieth pound since leaving the hospital not cuite a year
ago and that makes all the difference in the world, Mr. Farrand, Mrs.

Stover and Miss Vialter all send their best to you and wish they might see you,

Yours ever sincerely,

Heve I got the planting list for the inside of the tennis court walls?

PeSe A telephone messare from Vrs. Bliss tells me of the serious snd terrible
illness of %oor Mrs. Kearney., How anxious you must 211 have been, and Mps.
Bliss furilher adds thet you have with your usual competence and good will
taken charge of the cooking snd house manezement in lrs. Bryee's absence,
Whet a grend group you are.



