MADE IN ENGLAND.

s o By g =
é/‘?%g J.d 225

BEATRIX FARRAND
LanDscaPE GARDENER
REeEeF PoiNT

Bar HARBOR, MAINE

Aupgust 18,1944
LA

=

b

. Robert Woods Bliss
7 28th Street

hington, 7, Ds Cs

et
[

AT,

]
m G«

Dearest Mildred:

Bver since you and I spoke of the possibility of a low wall sround
the ellipse instead of a high enclosure I have been thinking of it with the best
brains these hot days heve permitted. The only reason I am bothering vou with
e note now 1s thet lilss Havey hopes to come to Reef Point next week to work on
ellipse sketches as it seems to me important to have them ready to review at the
end of September, if my visit during the C onference is not inconvenient,

In writing Miss Havey to think over the question I tried to put
the subject before her so that she would think my mind entirely open on the
possibility of a total change in the surroundings to the ellipse. Somewhat to
my surprise Miss Havey enswered thet of covrse she was looking forwsrd as she
always did to work for Dumberton, but thet she could not see the ellipse opened
to the world - so to speak- snd a part of the distent lendscape, the Catel ogue
House, the Forsythia Dell and the big maple. Her opinion coincides completely
with my growing conviction that the enclosure is a very large part of the
sense of remoteness and peece which the ellipse has always given me.

were speaking of the possibility of a low wall punctueted by c¢olumns carryving
an architrave rather than a solid well delicately end gracefully plented,
perhaps open on the east end west as well as on the north and south. Don't
think that this note is intended to be anything except a quest for informestion,
It by no meens is an insistence on a point of view as I am honestly trying to

be as open minded as you are but so fer I have not been sble to "see" an open
ellipse rather than the classic quiet of the enclosure you helped me to create.
Could you send me a telegram as I don't want to waste time in fruitless sketches
of what you also may heve decided is en unwise point of view for the future

of the ellipse. Needless to say Miss Havey end I will try one or two sketches -
of the low wall end see if we can see the problem from the point of view you and
I discussed last June. One reason I don't particularly fancy the low wall and
openness 1s that 1t would seem almost a repetition of the low well columns and
lettice of the Lovers Lene Pool, so please set me right,

“Perhaps I got the wrong impression from vou but I thought we

L

; Van Rensselser's excitement end enthuaiesm is touching, as a
letter that came from him only a day or two'lbefore the good news resched Santa
Barbsra wes even more low-spirited than I told you, end I have a sort of feeling
as though your gift had just come in time to save & severence of his relation

to the Botanic Garden. No report kas yet come of last Friday's meeting. It is
hard to wait patiently to hear how the good news was received. Of course you
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and I hope that the Board will back Van Rensselaer more co onsistently than it
has in the past and that its make-up mllllne increasi rg]ytfey reble rather than
unfevorsble to what he is trying to do.

You will like to hear that last week we hed a visi
Judd of the Arnold Arboretum and Robert ( Cemeron the former head i
Harvard Botanic Garden., Both were greatly interested in keef Toi 1t end what we
are trying to do, and botb spoke with enthusiasm of the Sante Barbsra Botanic
Garden and of Van Rensselaer. Mr., Judd rem 1inded me thaet you had been interested
in a suggestion he made to you some time ago at Casa Dorinda regerding the
desirability of preparing a book for the Pacific states which would ¢ orrespond
tc Rehder's iﬂv Juable

t

lenval of Cultivated Trees and Shrubs for the easts
states. Judd is convinced that s1cn a book is horticulturally and botenically
needed and wh14e its preparstion going to be a slow business, stretching

over a considerable number of vears, th the work of 'a pgood many CO7JPbOTFﬁOTS,

1t is just the sort of scientific and horticul tural enterprise which the

Botenic Garden could participate in with credit to itself and to the henefit

of boteny and horticulture - of this - more when we meet as it will be very

useful to know what you think about an enterprise of this sort as a project for

the Garden towork over for a number of years.

Ve think we have had it hot here as it has cli

few days but when we think of what you are going through we feel as though
at in the shadow of an iceberg.

we

Yours ever with affection end edmiration,
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