xmmmmm Reef Point
: monxmxrxn Bar Harbor, Maine,

September 8,1041

lir, Jgmes Bryoce
3208 8 Street
Viashifigton, D. C.

Dear Bryce:

You will T knmow reelize what & help and pleasure it hes been to
heve Miss Sweeney here for the last Ywo or three days. Ve have been
carefully over & good dezl of her work end heve laid out & tentative
"route of parade” for one of her guide service tours. It will of eourse
have to be somewhet flexible and wary from time to time eas we will need
to teke into accoumnt the eondition of the plants as well as the type of
person whom she is guiding eround the garden. Undoubtedly her work
and guiding will be et regular hours, perheps two or three days a week,
in either morning or afternoon eas it may best be arranged. She and I
are laying out & possible journey around the plece which will give her
enough time for & short introductory talk in the COrangery end sbout an
hour's walk around the grounds.

The journey as we ere mapping it out would include passing through
the Beech terrace, the Box terrace, down the Box walk to the Ellipse and
8o to the Catelogue House = where there will be a brief pause and soue
of the material exhibited and discussed, - then back bywmy of the Bird
walk between the %wo vegeteble gerdens to the herbaceous border, by the
orchard steps to the north gate of the rose garden, through the rose
garden (taking & look over to the Fountain terrace) out the south gate
of the rose garden and around the south lewn to the east gate. This
route cen be reversed if it is thought better,

You will see that the cless will in all likelihood go up to the rose
garden through the orcherd from the herbaceous border eand I wish you
would teke & look at this problem and see whether it would be wery mmch
of en underteking to widen these orchard steps and perhaps meke them &
little emsier so that! the class wouldn't fall down or get sprained ankles
on the wayl

Of course, as you will see, & good deml of the place is being omitted,
such as the Open Air Theatre, lelissande, etec. Some places definitely
will have to be left out on account of time and others, like lelissande,
are not advisable because the walk down the Alle' is too narrow,

liss Sweeney and I have also gone over the question of the arrangement
of the Catalogue House and its necessary chamging (which will of course
have to be more frequent than in the past) and as she and I both think
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thet her hours will be fairly regular I am sure you cen arrenge for her
to have some one carry down and back some of the meterial to the Catelogue
House at regular hours on regular dayse

- If Miss Sweeney is to be given the use of the Orangery for her classes
it is of course clear thet there must be some sort of at least relimentary
storage place nearby in which same of her display fiztures cdnbe kepbe
1 should think & oupboard not more than two or three feet square and perhaps
four or Tive feet high would be sufficient as she and I have worked out a
sort of folding stend which will allow her to show her group two or three
each of the verious Catalogue House exhibits (trees s shrubs, flowers)
plue three or four vases which will have cut material in them « whether
branches, buds, flowers or lesves.~ liss Sweeney will be eble to let you
kinow the dey before her cless meets what material she will need and the
collection &f it ought to be comperatively simple; or in fact she may
collect some of it herself on her prelimimary tour if you can help her as
to the storing of the wveses, perhaps in the flower room, end getting out
and putting away the stand she will need for the Catalogue House card
display. It will also probably be necessary to have the classes met
et the Last gate and brought up to the Orangery by one of your mene

Ancther thing thet 1 am sure will interest people, whether adult or
children, will be from time to time to heve some object leason, as to the
difference hetween a tuber, & corm, & laminated bulb like onion eor
narcissus, & tulip and a rhizome, so that somebimee she would esk you for
materiel of this sort. Perhaps at other times she would want warious members
of the Rose family, such as Apple, Strawberry, Hawthorn and Rose, whether
flower or fruits

Other suggestions whioch we have discussed from the point of view of
education are the sddition of & few species rose plants to the north rose
hill (the tobtal cost could not amownt o over $104) For instauce Rosa
damagcens and centifolis, in which omne could include the Vhite Rose of
3 . Rosa gallice and the York and Lancaster rose, and the loss Rose and
is8ibly the Scoteh rose (Re spinossissime) if all or some of these are
now lacking from your collection. They would interest both grown-ups
and children as few people reclige thet the old Damesk rose is so called
fpom Demmscus whence it was supposed to have been brought to Turope, and
thet the White Rose of York is a hybrid of centifolias end alba and is
identically the same as the one that was used as en Emblem for the VWar of
the Roses. All of this sort of odds end ends of incidental information
interests people even though they mey not be horticulturists. I am suggest-
ing %o iiiss Sweeney thet she also infom herself ss to the use of some
of the woods which the children or grown-ups will see ss they gosa round the
place, and whence some of the trees came, whet their names are and why they
are called by such names, end ell the various scraps which you have known
end perhaps forgotten yeoars ago.
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These are just told you in passing so thet you may get an idea of
what we have been talking about in the last few days. Clearly it is
going to teke time Yo orgenize the guide service wisely and to s ee what
groups are likely to be most frequently guided.

You will elso be interested to know thet I heve written Mr. Thacher
& couple of days ago asking him to heve in mind the possibility of enlarge
ing liss fweeney's working place and guarters. It is poing to be
rather a tight fit for her and you in the small room snd I have there-
fomr suggested to Mre Thacher perheps taking some part of the Bliss store
rooms to the south of your room and adding & toilet and wash stend
for her use and giving her more storage space without interfering with
the work space you must have.

I heve also reminded ¥r, Thacher that at oue time he and I spoke
of liiss Sweeney having the use of the leundry eand asking him whether the
laundry is to be used or whether conceivably it now could be turned over
to iiss Sweeney., It has of course been imposeible to follow all of
these different elterations of plensg with Mre. Thecher during the swmer
therefore I don't know how unchangesbly the use of the leundry is now
determined, :

liiss Sweeney mey need another photostat map of the plece on which
she cun outline her tour teo show her hesrers where they are going and
what they are golng %0 see. This of course will have to be settled
leter on when the route has made itself more clear ss a result of trial
and error.

You will I know like %o hear that lirs. Bliss approved the tentastive
report made for Harverd on the Dumberton situation so now I must work it
into shape, and of course you will have a copy of it for your records.

It is herd %o know just when I shell be in VWeshington as seversl
nembers of my household are tasking a really mueh needed holiday and rest
and until Mre Farrand is stronger and able to drive end walk shout more
normelly I shall of course not feel like leaving him as it would be both
very tiresoxe and bad for him to be left alone,

This letter will go %o you in advence of Miss Sweeney as she is
spending tomorrow at the Arnold Arborebum epnd will therefore not resch
Weshington until Wednesday. She is teking a carbon of this letter with
her in order to save repetition to her. I bave asked her to take the
enswer to this letter herself so eas %o save you bother in writing as
there are one or two replies that seem fairly urgent,.

Yours ever sincerely,

liss Sweeney will tell you that lirs. Bliss's fibends, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard
Elmhirst of Dsrtington, are going to be in Weshington probably b etween the
10th and 14th of this month and I heve suggested that they communicete
with her or with you &s they want very much to see the gardens sgain,



