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Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss
1537 28th Street
Weshington, D. C,

My ever so dear:

The months lie long between us, and I miss you more than you

cen even gauge by yourself, There have been many hours end days of enforced
rest and idleness which are now beginning to bear fruit, pertly owing bto good
counsel faithfully followed and in part due to understanding patience and help
on the part of those closest: faithful and devoted Cleméntine end the two
Garlends. In snother compartment comes the steady support and encoursgement

f Mr, Patterson, to whom is due the pessage of the Reef Point Gardens billj;
then comes the lezal counsel of Lewrence Morris with whom the details of the
vhole scheme have been carefully discusseds The result is distinet improve-
ment so that more hours mey be given to creative thinking as opposed to physical
and mental resting.

You do not need to be told that in many hours of quiet, thoughts
have not only flown Milrob-ward, but to their growing child Dumbsrton Osks,
Oakdom is a part of me also and what happens to it is a vital part of the
days ahead as well as of happy creative past years, So a part of this letter
will speek to you of thoughts long latent, and very close to us both. Although
I shall cease to be the landscape gardener for Dumbarton at the end of next
month, there never will be the possibility that its fubture and interests
will not be a part of my life, as they are of Milrob'ss As to the Museum
and Library end, there is deep interest, but thet is not my line, It seems,
however, increasingly clear to me that the gardens and their influence on the
community is as noten+1a1]v strong as the other and historically scholarly side,
The gardens and their suprorting surroundings can increasingly touch many
to whom the collections may less forcibly appeal. In order to give the
gardens the place they might occupy, there should be a background and a
reservoir which will not only help them and those in charge of them, but will
spread their influvence in widening circles,

This preface brings the latent thoughts forward to discuss with you,
The physical gardens should, as we agree, be kept up well, tended and continued °
in besuty, but alongside them and a pert of them the cultural and intellectual
basis on which they have been developed should be st hand for gardeners of
various ranks of ability and also for students of the art. Dumbarton has an
opportunity to serve its community end visitors as no other place has. It
combines the human end artistic side with the possibility of 1ifting the level
of outdoor art in its whole neighbourhood,
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his implies more then the asctuel gerdens - it means a reading
room where cvrrent and uvseful mesezines, cetalosgues and books mev be freely
consulted, a smell but well chosen collection of really first rete books
on the development of the sart of gardening, This second group would apneal
to the student rather than to the cesual visitor or the exclusively delphiniume
minded Gerden Club member., The current litereture and the older source books
should be suprorted by prints, monographs, end nlans of well d esisned cardens,
Record files of the Dumbarton plantetions should be et hand telling of individual
plants, threir nlanting, cere snd development. The student would gain and could
consult not only books covering local and present conditions, but the foundstion
books and prints underlying oarden vhilosophy and design. The community
is ready for such a centre; it might give a fuller mentel diet then th
svecessful end well administered populer Gerden Centre at Clevelend, 1%
mizht be as vseful es the Arnold Arboretum and anpesl to lovers of garden
flowers as well as those interssted in trees end shrubs., Its very smsllness
of screage gives it a humen cuelity. Its uwsefulness to those whose geardens
sre limited would natvrelly be provortionastely greeter than a vast arboretum

or zreat botanic carden,

You ses where vour Cetslogre Hovse has Jed me: to @ series of
perden rooms, tor books, for casuel reference and more nrofound =tudy. It
seems hardly possible that you have not thought on the seme 1ins as we have
so usually vlayed our hands from the seme voint of deperture, so nrobebly
yvou will enswer thet this is 811 thourht out alreedy and that i's are dotted,
t's crossed, the building pnleced and planned end the library well started.
It is a real chance for Dumberton to give the lives of others a 1itbtle of
whet it has given us in our different and yet similar points of view,

Forgive such a long pent-up outburst from

Your- Garden Twin
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