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Dearest Mildred: ﬁﬁ*%mﬂ 4w

It may have seemed to you very ungrecious to ask you not to
telephone when I know you end I went so much to hear each others voice, but
the ‘telephone is in a somewhat difficult spot in the pamtry next to the
kitchen so that any kind of privete conversetion is impossible, and as my
hours are totally irregular in order to be regular for Max I never know
whether I shall be available or with him or in the gerden.

The last months in Sente Barbara were a pretty heavy strain
on him as he lost weight and strength to such a degree that the only sensible
thing was to move him to the Cottage Hospital where good Dr. Wills looked
after him for the eight weeks before we left for home. Wehad to delay
coming home for a month es he was really so exhausted that he could not have
stood the joumey until he had picked up some strength, Now that the
journey is over I think it is en immense relief to him as it is to me to
know that he could make it and thet we are actuslly at home in the place we
love as you do Dumbarton. He has been checked over by his surgeon in
Boston and nhe very sensibly decided that no treatment wes necessary or
advisable, and the doctor nere has had charge of him last year and like
everyone else is attached to him and will do everything he cen to help us
bO'bhO

It is of course quite clear to anyone that the deep X-Revs
which were given him last autumn were hard to endure and the results are
staggering to the nerves, so thet it wes nearly February before the result
of the November treatments wore off and nhe had any kind of comfort, One
dlfflculty is that his digestion is so out of order that appetite is almost
totally lacking and as is inveriably the case with a digestion that does
not work, gas peins are severe and exhausting. You will I know be glad and
relieved to hear that we were able to get in Boston & nurse who was with 1
during two of his former illnesses and who is deeply attached to him and who
is not only a splendid nurse but a splendid woman., So she is making him as
comforteble as only professional skill can achieve and you know without my
underlining it how much responsibility this has shifted from my shoulders.

Under the present circumstences it is not possible to plan any
joumey to Dumbarton, as although I em not of much use still there are cogs
in the mechine that I like to think work more mmoothly when I am nere then
if I were to be away for a few days, and the very fact that I cen look in
end out of his room a dozen times a dey while not of any real use does mske
the time pess for him and he gets news of the garden and its performances
at first hands So Dumbarton must wait until the skies look a little clearer,

Vie came through the journey rother better then I had dered to
hope as Dr. Wills was none too encouraging sbout the risk of the long trek,
but we are here end are settling down at home with pesthetic satisfaction on
Max's part es his roots are very deep in the ground here., What I should heve
done without Clemmy during the lest months I really don't know, es her courage,
her efficiency and ner devotion have been given with a generosity that have
made the difference between an almost impossible and a tolerable situstion. She
like all of us is tired but is carrying on with her usual gellant courage.



Mrs. Bliss 5/30/45 -2

The garden is enchanting. The latest of the early lavender
Azaleas are in full bloom end at a discreet distance the blush-pink of the
big Chinese Azaleas snd the deeper pink of the Vaseyiis meke a pink foam
on either side of the path leading to the garden.,

You and I both know that although we are apart we are ‘o=
gether and that we follow each other and that our affection is a support and
comfort to the other,

Please explain to Mr. Thacher that my visit to Dumbarton
is not put off from lack of interest and I think he will be the first to
understand and went me to do what seems right for the l1ittle family of Mextrix.
Mex does not know that I am writing otherwise he would send his messages
with mine to you and Robert,

Yours my very dear




