BEATRIX FARRAND
LANDSCAPE GARDENER
REEF POINT
BAR HARBOR
MAINE

November 12,1947
Mrse. Robert Woods Bliss
Claridge's Hotel
London, Englend

Mildred my so dear:

The cable from Istanbul to Mr., Thacher meant deeply much to us at
Reef Point. He has been so full of kindly end affectionate understanding
thet it has drawn us even closer than before. They were grim days and
nights but they taught us much and how many friends we have all over this
country and in Englend. It also taught us what the British endured for
seven vears, and we for only seven days. It is over, and Reef Point is
untouched, so more than ever we must go forw.rd. It has been moving to
see how much the tomnspeople care for Reef Point and its gerdens, and how
they feel it will help to take people's minds off the devastation which has
destroyed so much,
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Just there your ¥etter from Constantinople reached me here in Boston,
where Clemmy and I are perching for a few days rest before starting Californie-
wards on the 12th and are due there et the Valley Club on the 15th,

Thank you for so deeply understanding what the loss of Reef Point would
have meant, but it must have been seved for a purpose and we are more than
ever determined to meke it show it has deserved its mercy., Thank you for the
card to Patterscn, he is gallent.

When we meet, we'll talk of what you have seen- but once you get home
rest, if you can., Sta. Sophia must be a great spiritual experience and one
that will live on in one's heart,
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Now as to the possible garden centre at Dumbarton Caks. Mr. Thacher
came to Reef Point on the 13th of October and we three - he, lMr. Pattersm
end I - hed a thoroughly good talk. He tells me he has slready written you
of his luminous idea of using "his" house for the central garder building, library,etc

Ve looked at the plan of the house, and it would seem extremely well
adapted to the use you and I have in mind, a mein librery and meeting room, a
smaller rare book room, an office, etc. The fundementals of providing funds
for alteration and purchases and later upkeep are the very root of the matter.
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One cen meke a fairly good guess at what these costs would be, and then we
con sit down end see whether you still think it worth while or whether the
other Dumberton Osks interests will crowd out the Garden Center., It will
of course seem to me that the Garden end of D,0. would take its proper
place in the Washingbon community, where such a place is much needed, - not
only for Washington but for the country at large.

Mr. Thecher's idea seems to me first rate, and Miss Sweeney has been
fsounded" and appears to think well of the suggestion, Turn it over in
your mind and later you'll let me know how it pleases you.

Thark you my dear for your letter, so full of all we two share with
each other. My devoted love and gratitude to Milrob.

Yours,

.
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; Hovember 12,1947
lirs, Robert Woods Bliss

Claridge's EHotel

London, ¥nglend

Mildred my so dear:

The esble from Istenbul to Mr, Thacher meant desply much to us at
Reof Point. He has besn so full of kindly end affectionate understanding
thet it hes drewn us even closer then bsfore. They were grim deys and
nights but they teught us much and how many friends we have all over this
‘country end in England, It also taught us what the British endured for
seven years, and we for only seven deys, It is over, and Reef Point is
untouched, so more than ever we must go forw.rd. It has been moving %o
sse how much the townspeople cmre for Reef Point end its gardens, and how
they feel it will help to take people's minds off the devastation which has
destroyed so much, ‘
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Just there your yetter from Constantinople rsached me here in Boston,
where Clemmy and 1 sre perching for a fow deys reost before starting Californise
warde on the 12%h and are due there st the Valley Club on the 15th,

Thank you for so deeply understending what the loss of Beef Point would
have meant, but it must have been seved for a purpose and we are more than
sver determined %o make it show it hes deserved ite merey. Thank you for the
card $o Pabterson, he is gellent, :

Vhen we meet, we'll talk of whet you have seen- but enoe you get home
reet, if you cen. Ste. Sophia must be & greast spiritual experience and one
that will live oun in one's heart, ‘
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Now ae to the possible garden centre st Dumberton Oaks. ¥r. Thacher
oeme to Reef Point on the 18th of Ooteber and we three - he, lr. Patterson
and I « hed & thoroughly good telk. He tells me he has alresdy written you
of his luminous iden of using "his"” house for the central gerden building, library,etc

We looked et the plan of the houee, and it would seem oxtremely well
adapted to the use you and I have in mind, & main library end meeting room, &
smaller rare book room, an office, ete. The fundamentale of providing funds
for alteration and purcheses and laber upkeep are the very root of the matter,
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One can meke a fairly mood guess st what these costs would be, and then we
can it down and sce whobther you etill think i% worth while or whether the
other Dumberton Osks interests will erowd out the Garden Center, It will
of course seem to me that the Gardem end of D,0. would take its proper
place in the Washington community, where such & plece is much needed, ~ not
only for Washingbon bub for the eountry et large.

Mre Thecher's idea soems to me first rete, and Wiss Sweeney has besn
"sounded” and sppears to think well of the supgestion. Tum 1t over in
your mind end leter you'll let me lnow how it plesges you,

Thark you my dear for your letter, se full of all we two shers with
each other. My devoted love and gratitude to Milrob.
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ce Mr, Thacher
Mr, Patterson



For Mrs. Bliss:

Extract from letter of lr. Thacher to
Mrs.Farrend, October 17,1947

*x*%xx"In thinking over the possibility of using my house

as a Garden Center, I wonder if at this stage of the
proceedings it would not be wise to have Mr, Patterson
prepare the simplest floor plens which would merely indicate
the necessary reguirements for the following two schemes:

ae. Using my house without any sddition to present
structure but removal of necessary interior
partitions, etc.

b. Using my house with the indication of the avpproxi-
mete amount of cubic footege which you consider
should be added to the present structure in
order to meke it precticel,

In other words heve Mr., Pstterson prepere the most elementary
plans which would give us & basis for further discussion,



BEATRIX FARRAND..
LANDSCAPE GARDENER
REEF POINT
BAR HARBOR, MAINE

Deer Mr, Thecher:

As I have not the address of
Cleridge's perhaps you will be kind enough
to address the enclosed envelope in which
to post the letter to Mrs, Bliss. Thenk you,



