BEATRIX FARRAND
BErOREsNoREsR Reef Point
SANMREIRGPURIIEDRNEM Bar Harbor, Maine

September 11, 1941
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My very dearest Mildred:

The underground reilwey of Mr. Thacher, Mr. Russell and your
Trix as you know communicate your news to each other as soon as one of
the telephones receive it, so that I was distressed to hear that Robert
had develcped phlebitis, and through Mr. Russell that you were rether
bothered as Robert seemed discouraged, week and a little down-hearted.

Truly our Two do follow each other too closely for the comfort
of their attendant ladies. I think mine just skidded past & phlebitis
end they were afreid of it in hospital, and perhaps he psid for it by
the secondary hemorrhage. Now he is said to be surgically and
physically improving but he is discouraged and et times very low in
his mind as progress does seem so slow, but there is a distinct
difference from week to week and he is able to be out and ebout after
his weeks in hospitel, Perhaps to you and me as onlookers it seems even
longer than it may to our Two, as it is nearly two months since Max
and I went to Boston and it is getting over the six weeks mark for you
end Robert, Doubtless you and I think of each other uncountebly often
end even thinking is a stay and comfort,

ook s o ook

Three days with lliss Sweeney here were fructuous. She merci-
fully recognizes how little treined she is and consequently has no
notions of procedure to be ironed out or cast away, but there is little
background in her of botanical education and until she came here little
knowledge of what would be required of a guide and teacher for young-
sters end adults. She didn't sppreciate that much incidentel informs-
tion would be interesting to children, such as the uses of the different
woods growing on the place, and the reason for the formation of the
prickly leaves on the Holly; why the flowers were of different shapes
and how the pollen was distributed from trees, wind-fertilized, and
the different forms of seeds, and why they have teken on their shapes,
For example, the hidden fruit of the pine under the scale of its cone,
the winged key of the maple twirling down and sailing = way from its
parent tree; the burr end burdock attaching itself to the passing humsn
or four-footed enimal, and the attractive fruit of the bush Honeysuckle
or elder carried by birds. You may imagine that the days were busy
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and I think Miss Sweeney went on to the Arboretum with a rather new
feeling of whet was needed as guide entirely separate from her work
as curator of the prints ard the Catalogue House, She knews quite
well that this coming yeer must be experimentel and she also realizes
that she may not measure up to the requi rements, but she is obviously
the best person at present equipped and equelly she means to try her
very hardest to educate herself to the position.

While there are no immediate plens for going Washington-wards
Mr. Thacher and I ere in fairly constant comumication and I think he
would let me know if there were eny emergency in which he needed my
help.' Bryce and I are also writing to each other and I have asked
Miss Sweeney to help me in extrscting answers from that somewhet
"tongue~-tied" Scot.

It seems as though this year Dumbearton would start on its
Harvard career with a better appreciation of the permanence and value
of itself and its servants. So thet as soon as Bryce cen realize
that he is not only serving you and Robert but also education and
the future I think he will swing into line with less doubt than has
beset him during the last year.

Mr. Thacher says the work is going well forward in the library
end quarters changes. It is hard to say whether one wants to see the
alterations or whether one dreads them. From the point of view of
the long perspective of course the decision is wise and if the new
librery is a beautiful and dignified room one will welcome it to the
establishment.

The day after Miss Sweeney left that particularly nice and
competent men Mr. Newton Drury, the head of the National Park Service,
mede time to come in end see lMax and me for a few minutes during e
regular whirlwind tour of the Park here accompanied by all the Park
Superintendents, Assistants and the entire Rockefeller femily! He
seid he had had a delightful talk with you end Robert and thet he
was in entire accord with your views however new they might be to
the Park Service in general. I explained to him that one of the
things we all wanted to preserve was the spirit of the planting at
Dumbarton and that you were particularly eager thet where the Park
grounds showed the need of widening walks that it should be done on
the lines of the old work, and that the new return walk up the hill-
side should be designed more or less in keeping with the other walks
at Dumbarton Osks, He said he expected to be in Washington toward
the end of October and he made a note that he and I would probably
meet there with Mr. Irving Root to go over the land and et least
discuss the work to be done. He seid he was particularly anxious
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thet everything should be done in the Park as you would like to have
it done as he felt certain in your hands, and he also wanted to meke
the Park tenure of Dumbarton Oaks as nearly as possible the continua-
tion of yours.

After I have seen Bryce and whet the summer use of the Park
has been, have tsllked with the Nature tour guide of the park, and
have assimilated the different points of view you shall have a report
as to what you can do and where and how best to cope with the immediate
future work.

You will smile grimly when you hear that I have spent a very
considerable amount of time trying to shorten your chronological his-
torical tablet, as your inscription totals about 180 words which is an
immense number to arrange without crowding on one stone. By extrems
care and much thought and considereble time I have menaged to cut two
words out which I think will have to go back! If Max gets a little
stronger I am hoping to present the problem to hima s he is a master
of conciseness and clearness, In the next few days I hope to send
Miss Havey either the original or the slightly shortened form so that
she may give me an estimate on what a sketch of hers would cost show-
ing the approximate placing of the lines and lettering,

An occasional note from Coles reports some progress but I
fancy he has done little work as he says the season has been impossibly
hot so that he has not been asble to accomplish much. As the Quod Severis
inscription is clearly too small and weak for the space on which it is
carved I am teking the responsibility of telling Colesy to pateh this
stone and to prepare the larger and more heavily carved Quod Severis
dummy so that I may see it when I am in Washingbton. Frenkly, some=
thing must be done with regerd to accentuating the cutting of the
lMuseum tablet and unless you would f'eel better to have seen it bet'ore
the final step is made I think I shall go sghead and tell him %o
deepen the cutting, meke it more verticel, and expect also to see
the escutcheons in place in dummy on my next visit,.

The terrior seat should by this time be neerly ready, and Coles
wrote me that when not toc hot he was also working on the llother-of=
Pearl fountain, sc perhaps at the time I come Wesitward to you and Robert
at Sante Barbare & report can be given you that nmuch of what we outlined
is already finished,

As I look out of doors the sky is dark end gray end obviously
an eutumnal storm is brewing, but beyond the window there is a scarlet
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finger on the maple tree and beyond it a softly moving white pine
branch, How I wish you were here or how I wish to be with you
looking out on the Guadalupe Cypress.

Your true and fond

///x

—————

foon ( Alectico i A

({em Ho ol 0,7 gt

| E{vﬁw e
Bh?é@/k /a/k7¢m . /Lu, J,ALWV/uv o .
= £ b i,
Sl ol SLlr S (e o= ~ AoV A )

A A 07 (e QZKAJKMV

off s /6 ﬂ Jo

W/M/ e

~ Slat” At precte

nn TS yoe-a /é

éb' > g af, = A««/D‘-//S.LZ-V"L ce 79
Vo § )
// }/»/Lcc{ .



